Covenant Community Church

First Sunday after Christmas
December 27, 2020
We Gather
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Leader: Praise the Lord!
People: Praise God from the heavens.
Leader: Young women and men alike,
People: Old and young together!
Leader: Let us praise the name of the Lord,
People: Whose name alone is exalted above earth and heaven.
Leader: Alleluia!
Opening Hymn #157
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth, and mercy mild-God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the'angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

(Chorus) Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
Christ, by highest heav'n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come,
offspring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the God-head see:
hail th'incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel. (Chorus)

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth. (Chorus)
Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen

We Hear the Word
Scripture

Luke 2:22-40
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sermon

We Respond
Interlude
Hymn #164
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! look down from the sky,
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Away in the Manger

Be near me, Lord Jesus! I ask thee to stay
close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.
Prayers of the People
Pastoral Prayer
Invitation to Tithes and Offerings
Prayer of Dedication

We Are Sent into the World
Closing Hymn #146
Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come
Joy to the world! The Lord is come;
let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns;
let all their songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Response
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious, gracious, gracious to you,
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
And give you, give you, give you peace.
Leader: Go in Peace. Love and serve the Lord!
People: Praise be to God!

We Fellowship Together
Virtual Coffee Time and Sharing

Helping Us Worship
Minister to the Congregation:
Music Leader:
Scripture Reader:

Rev. Jeannette Conver
Peter Olson
Lynn Conver

Luke 2:22-40 New Living Translation
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Then it was time for their purification offering, as required by the law of Moses
after the birth of a child; so his parents took him to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord. 23 The law of the Lord says, “If a woman’s first child is a boy, he must be
dedicated to the LORD.” 24 So they offered the sacrifice required in the law of the
Lord—“either a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
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At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and
devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The
Holy Spirit was upon him 26 and had revealed to him that he would not die until he
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when
Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law
required, 28 Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God,
saying,

“Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace,
as you have promised.
30
I have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared for all people.
32
He is a light to reveal God to the nations,
and he is the glory of your people Israel!”
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Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon
blessed them, and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, “This child is destined to
cause many in Israel to fall, and many others to rise. He has been sent as a sign
from God, but many will oppose him. 35 As a result, the deepest thoughts of many
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.”
33

36

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel
from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died when they had
been married only seven years. 37 Then she lived as a widow to the age of eightyfour. She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God
with fasting and prayer. 38 She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary
and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about the child to everyone
who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.
When Jesus’ parents had fulfilled all the requirements of the law of the Lord,
they returned home to Nazareth in Galilee. 40 There the child grew up healthy and
strong. He was filled with wisdom, and God’s favor was on him.
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