Covenant Community Church

23rd Sunday after Pentecost
October 31, 2021
We Gather
Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship
Leader: The Lord offered himself--once and for all-People: So that our conscience can be free from all things that lead to
death.
ALL: Let us freely go and worship the living God!
*Confession
Call to Confession (Leader)
Let us confess our sins to God, from whom our help comes.
Prayer of Confession (People)
O God, you have been faithful, yet we have not loved you with our whole
hearts. You showed us how to love our fellow human beings, yet we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Turn us back to you, O God, that
we may follow your commandments; through Christ our Lord. Amen
Declaration of Forgiveness (Leader)
Beloved, the Lord is loving, merciful, and just. Therefore, we are reconciled to
God and to one another, that we might walk in peace and love.
*Opening Hymn
*Opening Prayer

We Hear the Word
*Scripture

Ruth 1:1-18
The Word of the Lord.

Sermon

Thanks be to God.

We Respond
Interlude
*Hymn #
Prayers of the People
Pastoral Prayer
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
*Offering Response
Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
And his righteousness.
And all these things shall be added unto you,
Allelu, alleluia.
Prayer of Dedication

We Are Sent into the World
*Closing Hymn #
*Benediction
*Benediction Response
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious, gracious, gracious to you,
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
And give you, give you, give you peace.
Leader: Go in Peace. Love and serve the Lord!
People: Praise be to God!

*Denotes all who are able, please stand

Helping Us Worship
Minister to the Congregation:
Music Leader:
Scripture Reader:
Greeters:

Rev. Jeannette Conver
Peter Olson
Carolyn Carlson
Ken and Grace Wakeman

Ruth 1:1-18 New Living Translation
In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the land. So
a man from Bethlehem in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of
Moab, taking his wife and two sons with him. 2 The man’s name was Elimelech,
and his wife was Naomi. Their two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached Moab,
they settled there.
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Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons. 4 The two sons
married Moabite women. One married a woman named Orpah, and the other a
woman named Ruth. But about ten years later, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion died. This
left Naomi alone, without her two sons or her husband.
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Then Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had blessed his people in Judah by
giving them good crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got ready to
leave Moab to return to her homeland. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she set out
from the place where she had been living, and they took the road that would lead
them back to Judah.
But on the way, Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back to your
mothers’ homes. And may the LORD reward you for your kindness to your
husbands and to me. 9 May the LORD bless you with the security of another
marriage.” Then she kissed them good-bye, and they all broke down and wept.
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“No,” they said. “We want to go with you to your people.”

But Naomi replied, “Why should you go on with me? Can I still give birth to
other sons who could grow up to be your husbands? 12 No, my daughters, return to
your parents’ homes, for I am too old to marry again. And even if it were possible,
and I were to get married tonight and bear sons, then what? 13 Would you wait for
them to grow up and refuse to marry someone else? No, of course not, my
daughters! Things are far more bitter for me than for you, because
the LORD himself has raised his fist against me.”
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And again they wept together, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye.
But Ruth clung tightly to Naomi. 15 “Look,” Naomi said to her, “your sister-in-law
has gone back to her people and to her gods. You should do the same.”
But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, I
will go; wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your
God will be my God. 17 Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be buried.
May the LORD punish me severely if I allow anything but death to separate
us!” 18 When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined to go with her, she said nothing
more.
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