Covenant Community Church

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 27, 2022
We Gather
Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship
Leader: God’s reach is endless.
People: God’s mercy is unstoppable.
Leader: God’s grace is lavish.
People: God’s love is constant.
Leader: God’s wisdom is vast.
People: God’s hope is stubborn.
Leader: God’s presence is here—
People: with us, among us, moving through us.
Leader: Breathe easy. Breathe deeply.
People: We are in God’s house.
Leader: Let us worship the One who welcomes us home.
*Confession
Call to Confession
If you ask any parent with a teenager what it’s like
to wait up for their child to meet
curfew, they will tell you—they’re standing at the
door. The porch light is on. No one
can sleep until that child is home safe.
Friends, I think God is like that for us. The porch
light is on. The door is unlocked.
We might be late for curfew, but God is just so
glad we’re home.
So let us pray the prayer of confession together,

trusting that no matter what we do
or what we leave undone, the porch light is always
on. Let us pray. . .
Prayer of Confession
The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we
know his name.
It sounds like ours.
And we know his story.
It sounds like ours.
For who among us hasn’t burned a bridge?
Who among us hasn’t forgotten that we belong
to one another?
Who among us has not ached for home?
The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we
know his name.
Forgive us God. We want to come home.
Words of Forgiveness
Family of faith, the word ‘prodigal’ can be defined
as wasteful or imprudent, hence the
name, “Prodigal Son.” However, ‘prodigal’ can
also be described as extravagant and excessive.
Friends, we worship a prodigal God—a God who
is extravagant in mercy and excessive in grace.
For no matter how many times we run, no matter
how far we go or how lost we get,
God is standing at the end of the driveway waiting
for us. The doors are open.
The feast is for you. This grace is extravagant.
Thanks be to God, amen.
*Opening Hymn

#56 For the Beauty of the Earth

*Opening Prayer

We Hear the Word

Scripture:

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sermon
We Respond
Interlude
*Hymn

#379 Jesus Calls Us O'er the Tumult

Prayers of the People
Pastoral Prayer
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offering Response
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu, Alleluia.
Prayer of Dedication
We Are Sent into the World
*Closing Hymn

#469 How Can I Keep From Singing?

*Benediction
*Benediction Response
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious, gracious, gracious to you,
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
And give you, give you, give you peace.
Leader: Go in Peace. Love and serve the Lord!
People: Praise be to God!
*Denotes all who are able, please stand
Helping Us Worship

Minister to the Congregation:
Music Leader:
Scripture Reader:

Rev. Jeannette Conver
Peter Olson
Susan Turner

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 New Living Translation
Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. 2 This made the
Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such sinful
people—even eating with them!
3 So Jesus told them this story:
11“A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now
before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons.
13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and
there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his money ran out, a great famine
swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man
sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he
was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything.
17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have
food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home to my father and say,
“Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am no longer worthy of being called
your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’
20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him
coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of
being called your son.[a]’
22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him.
Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. We
must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was
lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began.
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he heard music
and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother
is back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his
safe return.’
28 “The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him, 29 but he
replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you told me
to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 30 Yet
when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by
killing the fattened calf!’
31 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is
yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life!
He was lost, but now he is found!’”

