Covenant Community Church

Ordinary Time
November 14, 2021

We Gather
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Leader: Let our hearts exult in the Lord;
People: Our strength is exalted in God.
Leader: Let our mouths be ever fixed in praise;
People: God has given us the victory.
Leader: There is no Holy One like the Lord;
People: There is no Rock like our God.
ALL: Praise the Lord!
Confession
Call to Confession
Since we have a great high priest, Jesus Christ, let us approach the throne of grace in full
assurance of faith, for God has promised to be merciful.
Prayer of Confession
God of grace, all around us are wars, and rumors of wars, and we are afraid for
ourselves and our world. We follow after false leaders and grasp for whatever
security we can find. Forgive us, Lord, for we are quick to forget that all of life is in
your hands. Renew our hope, increase our courage, and keep us watchful for the
signs of your just and peaceful reign that is to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Declaration of Forgiveness
Hear the Good News! (pour water) Our guilty hearts have been sprinkled clean, our
bodies washed with pure water. Live in peace, forgiven and freed.

Hymn #320

When Morning Guilds the Skies

Opening Prayer

We Hear the Word
Scripture

Prayer of Illumination, Mark 13:1-8; I Samuel 1:4-20
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sermon

We Respond
Interlude
Hymn #80

Thy Holy Wings, Dear Savior

Prayers of the People
Pastoral Prayer
Invitation to Tithes and Offerings
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness;
And all these things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!
Prayer of Dedication

We Are Sent into the World
Closing Hymn #78

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Benediction
Benediction Response
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious, gracious, gracious to you,
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
And give you, give you, give you peace.
Leader: Go in Peace. Love and serve the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

Don Turner

We Fellowship Together
Virtual Coffee Time and Sharing
_____________________________________________________________________________
Helping Us Worship
Minister to the Congregation:
Music Leader:
Scripture Reader:

Rev. Jeannette Conver
Peter Olson
Johanna Conver

Announcements
Congregational Meeting: November 21, 2022 after church, 11:15am. Topics: Pastors report,
Treasurer's report and Discussion/vote on 2022 CCC Budget. We will meet in the sanctuary so
our Zoomers may participate in the meeting.
Poinsettias: The first Sunday of Advent is November 28, 2021. Envelopes are available on the
hymnal stands. You may either put your completed envelope with check in the offering basket
or basket that is on the hymnal stand. Poinsettias are $10 each. Zoomers may send a check to
the Covenant Community Church; 1 Whitcomb Meadows Lane; Essex Junction, VT 05452 with
check and number of poinsettias ordering. After Christmas A time will be arranged for Zoomers
to pick up their poinsettias if desired.
Seated Tai Chi: Hello. I am a certified Tai Chi Vermont instructor and volunteer to teach
through our local agency on aging, Age Well. I am trying to reach people who are 60+ or who
have limiting conditions that would like to improve their overall health, balance, and general
well-being by actively doing Seated Tai Chi.
I currently teach Seated Tai Chi via ZOOM and have room for more participants. Classes can
also be expanded to in-person classes. I have been offered a teaching space at St. Thomas
Church, Underhill. I require a minimum of 15 people to justify the cost of heat and lights for
the room the church has graciously offered. Space is handicapped accessible. Classes are free.
We meet twice a week, Tues. & Thurs., from 12:30 to 1:30 pm. Interested in hearing more.
Please contact Jo Osborne at joannosborne2@gmail.com (preferred) or by phone 899-1883
(evenings).

[Note: Jo and I are teaching Standing Tai Chi at CCC. - Billie Hall]

Mark 13:1-8
13 As Jesus was leaving the Temple that day, one of his disciples said, “Teacher, look at these
magnificent buildings! Look at the impressive stones in the walls.” 2 Jesus replied, “Yes, look
at these great buildings. But they will be completely demolished. Not one stone will be left on
top of another!” 3 Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives across the valley from the Temple.
Peter, James, John, and Andrew came to him privately and asked him, 4 “Tell us, when will all
this happen? What sign will show us that these things are about to be fulfilled?” 5 Jesus
replied, “Don’t let anyone mislead you, 6 for many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the
Messiah.’[a] They will deceive many. 7 And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, but
don’t panic. Yes, these things must take place, but the end won’t follow immediately. 8 Nation
will go to war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in many
parts of the world, as well as famines. But this is only the first of the birth pains, with more to
come.
I Samuel 1:4-20
4 On the days Elkanah presented his sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to Peninnah
and each of her children. 5 And though he loved Hannah, he would give her only one choice
portion[a] because the Lord had given her no children. 6 So Peninnah would taunt Hannah and
make fun of her because the Lord had kept her from having children. 7 Year after year it was
the same—Peninnah would taunt Hannah as they went to the Tabernacle.[b] Each time, Hannah
would be reduced to tears and would not even eat.
8 “Why are you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you eating? Why be
downhearted just because you have no children? You have me—isn’t that better than having ten
sons?”
9 Once after a sacrificial meal at Shiloh, Hannah got up and went to pray. Eli the priest was
sitting at his customary place beside the entrance of the Tabernacle.[c] 10 Hannah was in deep
anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the Lord. 11 And she made this vow: “O Lord of
Heaven’s Armies, if you will look upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son,
then I will give him back to you. He will be yours for his entire lifetime, and as a sign that he

has been dedicated to the Lord, his hair will never be cut.[d]”
12 As she was praying to the Lord, Eli watched her. 13 Seeing her lips moving but hearing no
sound, he thought she had been drinking. 14 “Must you come here drunk?” he demanded.
“Throw away your wine!”
15 “Oh no, sir!” she replied. “I haven’t been drinking wine or anything stronger. But I am very
discouraged, and I was pouring out my heart to the Lord. 16 Don’t think I am a wicked woman!
For I have been praying out of great anguish and sorrow.”
17 “In that case,” Eli said, “go in peace! May the God of Israel grant the request you have asked
of him.”
18 “Oh, thank you, sir!” she exclaimed. Then she went back and began to eat again, and she
was no longer sad.
19 The entire family got up early the next morning and went to worship the Lord once more.
Then they returned home to Ramah. When Elkanah slept with Hannah, the Lord remembered
her plea, 20 and in due time she gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel,[e] for she said, “I
asked the Lord for him.”
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